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The Beginning
In 1979 a group of 
community leaders and 
religious leaders came 
together in Elk River to 
share ideas, hoping to 
provide emergency relief 
to families in the 
community.  They came 
away with the idea of a 
food shelf and relief 
center.  This meeting 
marked the beginning of 
CAER



After the organizing meeting, 
donations came in and 
volunteers organized to offer 
aid to the community.  
According to news reports in 
December 1979, 154 people 
received assistance in the first 
few months of operation.  
Under the direction of 
Marianne Donovan and later, 
Margaret Longie, CAER 
delivered significant assistance 
to Elk River residents.

1979 headline 
describing the work 
of CAER

Director Margaret Longie, 
who served 27 years 
beginning in 1980.



The First 20 Years—1979 to 1999

The challenges and 
growing pains of CAER 
included raising money 
and determining exactly 
who to serve in Elk River 
and  how to serve them.  
Executive Director 
Margaret Longie was 
particularly adept at 
grant writing for CAER 
project.

Headlines from Star News, 1996



• From pancake 
breakfasts to unique 
appeals for canned 
goods, volunteers 
worked non-stop to 
raise awareness and 
donations for CAER.

Elk River parade 
1982

Pancake breakfast to benefit 
CAER, 1982



As CAER aged, closing in on 
20 years of operations, the 
fundraising campaigns 
continued.



Moving into the 
21st Century

From the beginning, CAER moved 
from location to location.  Never 
quite settling in a single site.  Yet, in 
the 1990s, the fundraising efforts 
expanded and in 1996 CAER moved 
into a permanent home.  The past 
23 years, after relocating every four 
to five years, the Watson Street 
location became home.  It has 
remained there since.



And the fundraising continues.
As the demand continue to grow, CAER seeks out new ways to 
raise money and provide resources to Elk River residents

Editorial cartoon Star News 2009



Happy Anniversary CAER and 
Thank You for all that you do



Special thanks to the Elk River Star News and 
their coverage of CAER over the years.  And, 
also to CAER for providing access to their 
scrapbooks to research and produce this 
virtual exhibit.
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